
6.  THE WE WILL NEVER USE ROOTS PROBLEM 

Several times while teaching remedial mathematics students mention that 

they’ll never use square roots or cube roots in their life.  Instead of boring them 

with examples of using square roots and cube roots I upped the ante by stating 

Astronomers commonly use fifth roots when working with brightness of stars.  

Can you figure out how much brighter the star named Sirius is than the star 

named Polaris? 


